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r H E  P R E Z  S A Y S . , . . . .

T h j , s  m a r k s  m y  l a s t  c o l - u m n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  P V A S .  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k
a I l  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  v ' / h o s e  h a r d  w o r k  h a s  m a d e  m y  j o b  s o  m u c h  e a s i e r  -
B o b  P a I a n s c h ,  J e r r y  H o f f m a n ,  J o h n  J e s s u p ,  J o h n  M a n g a n ,  P e t e  T h r i f t ,
R a y  H u g h s ,  K e n n y  l i J a r r e n ,  P a t  G o r e ,  A L e x  C u m m i n s  a n d  D a v i d  S u n .
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e  o u t  t h e r e  w h o s e  e f f o r t s  m a d e  t h e  S p r i n g  a n d  F a l l
s h o w s  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a n d  I  t h a n k  y o u  a I L

A l 1  o f  y o u  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  F a I l -  W o r k s h o p  p r o f i t e d  f r o m  t h e
h a r d  w o r k  t h a t  J e r r y  H o f f m a n  p u t  i n t o  t h i s  e n d e a v o r .  T h e  s p e a k e r s
w e r e  a l l  e n t e r t a i n i n g  a n d  e n l i g h t e n i n g .  I  j u s t  w j . s h  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n
m o r e  t i m e  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r s  w h o  e a s i l y  c o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  o v e r
t h e  a l l o t t e d  h o u r .  F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  m i s s e d  t h e  w o r k s h o p  y o u
r e a l . l y  m i s s e d  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  B e  s u r e  t o  m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s
n e x t  y e a r ,  a s  I r m  s u r e  t h i s  w i l l  b e c o m e  a n  a n n u a l  e v e n t .

I  $ , a n t  t o  t h a n k  G e n e  A l d r j . c h  f o r  t h e  N o v e m b e r  p r o g r a m  o n  c i c h L i d s .
I  a p o l i g i z e  f o r  m y  b o t c h e d  u p  p r o n u n c i . a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a t i n  a n d  G r e e k
t e c h n i c a l  n a m e s .  T o  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  I ' v e  s t u d i e d  R u s s i a n ,  G e r m a n ,
F r e n c h ,  S w e d i s h ,  a n d  G a e l i c ,  b u L  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  h e l p  t o  m u d d l e  t h r o u g h
s c i e n t i f i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e .  P e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  d a y s  w e , , l 1  w i s e  u p
a n d  c o m e  u p  w i t h  s o m e  s L a n d a r d  E n g l i s h  n a m e s  f o r  a I I  t h e  f i s h y  f a u n a ,

T h e  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g  i s  o u r  a n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  P a r t y  .  T h e r e  w i l .  I
b e  n o  b o w L  s h o w ,  n o  r a f f l e ,  n o  m i n i  a u c t j " o n .  T h e r e  w i I l  b e  a  d o o r
p r i z e  a n d  w e  a s k  e v e r y o n e  w h o  c o m e s  t o  b r i n g  a  f i s h  r e l a t e d  p r e s e n t
( n o n  l i v i n g ,  n o n  p e r i s h a b - l e ,  d r y ) , w r a p p e d , w h i c h  i s  v a l u e d  a t  u n d e r
$ 1 . 0 0  t o  p l a c e  u n d e r  t h e  P V A S  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e ,  P e t e  w i l l  h a v e  a  n u m b e r
o f  p r e s e n t s  f o r  s a l e  f o r  $ f . 0 0  e a c h  f o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  f o r g e t .
A l s o  i f  e a c h  f a m i l y  g r o u p  c o m i n g  L o  L h e  p a r t y  w i l l  b r i n g  a  s i d e  d i s h
t o  g o  w i t h  t h e  t u r k e y  a n d  h a m  t h e  c l - u b  w i l l  p r o v i d e  w e ' L l  h a v e  a n
e x c e l , I e n t  e v e n i n g .  I ' f I  b e  c a l l i n g  a I I  t h e  m e m b e r s  t o  r e m i n d  t h e m
a n d  a s k i n g  w h o  i s  b r i n g i n g  w h a t  s o r t  o f  d j . s h  s o m e t l m e  a f t e r  T h a n k s -
g 1 v r . n g .

S e e  v n r r  a ' i  I  i n  D e c e m b e r
f n r  t h e  e n m i n n  v c a r !  ! !' Y  t  " !

D E C E M B E R  H A P P E N I N G S . . . .

P r o g r a m :  C H R I S T M A S  p A R T y l ! ! ! !

B o w l  S h o w :  T u r k e y s ,  h a m s ,  s a J . a d s ,  d e s e r t s ,  v e g g i e s ,  g o o d j . e d s

R a f f I e :  D o o r  p r i z e

M i n i  A u c t i o n :  N o n e

,  G o o d

@.
l u c k  t o  G e n e  a n d  t h e  n e w  b o a r d
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FRUM THE EDITORZ DESK

W e l l ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  w e  m a d e  i t  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  y e a r  ( a l m o s t

a t  l e a s t ) .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  o f  P V A S  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l
o f  1 9 8 6 t s  o f f i c e r s ,  c o m m i t t e e  h e a d s ,  a n d  w o r k e r s .  W e  c o u l d n t t
have done i t  w i thout  you.

G e n e  A l d r i d g e ,  1 9 8 7 ' s  p r e s i d e n t ,  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  f o r  p e o p l e
t o  f i l l  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d
in  do ing  any th ing  contac t  Gene and le t  h lm know you are  w i l l i -ng
r o  h e L p  o u t .  S o m e t h i n g  c a n  b e  f o u n d  f o r  a n y o n e  w h o ' s  w i l l i n g
t o  w o r k .

O n e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a E  n e e d s  t o  b e  f i l l e d  i s  t h a t  o f
D e l t a  T a l e  e d i t o r .  I  h a v e  b e e n  c h u r n i n g  o u E  t h e  D e l t a  T a l e
m o n t h  a f t e r  m o n t h  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  a  b r e a k  a n d
now I tm ready  fo r  one.  The job  requ i res  no  advance knowl -edge
o f  p r i n t i n g  o r  e d i t i n g .  I  t o o k  t h e  j o b  k n o w i n g  a b s o l u t l e y  n o t h i n g
and Pa!  and Magg ie  Mahoney \ . re re  ab le  to  teach me every th ing  I
needed to  know in  about  an  hours  t ime.  I  shou ld  be  ab le  to  do
the  same fo r  whoever  rep laces  me.  Anyone in te res ted  in  the  job
shou ld  contacE me an/or  Gene A ldr ldge.

I
oops  |  -  youre  even a l lowed !o  make

T h i s  i s n r t  a  f a r e w e l l  e d i t o r i a l .  I  w i l l  s t a y  o n  t h e
a rep lacement  i s  found.  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  leave as  soon
though.  As  I  sa ld  above,  I  need a  break ,  p lus  I  have
o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  w o r k  o n .

s t u p i d  m i  s E a k e s  .

j o b  u n E i I
a s  p o s s i b l e

severa l

On a  l igh ter  noce-  th is  month  is  the  annua l  PVAS chr is tmas
p a r t y / d i n n e r .  I t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  o u r  n o r m a l  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  ( j o h n
C .  W o o d ) .  P V A S  w 1 1 1  p r o v i d e  a  t u r k e y  a n d  h a m .  E v e r y o n e  i s  r e q u e s t e d
t o  b r i n g  s o m e  t y p e  o f  s i d e  d i s h  o r  d e s e r t .  E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  a l s o
b r i n g  a  s m a l l ,  f i s h  r e l a t e d ,  w r a p p e d ,  g i f t .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  P l a c e d
under  the  PVAS chr isEmas bush and a t  the  end o f  the  even ing
everyone w i l l  rece ive  a  g i fE .  The awards  fo r  var ious  th ings
w i l l  a l s o  b e  g i v e n  o u t .

S e e  y o u  a l l  a t  E h e  c h r i s t m a s  P a r t y .

p . s .  d o e s  a n y o n e  h a v e  a  s l e d g e  h a m m e r
to  w iden my ch immney so  Santa  can ge t

T

a
c a n  b o r r o w ?  I ' m
1 0 0  g a l l o n  t a n k

t r y i n g
d o w n  i t .



Crenicara f i  lamentosa

A Rewarding Exper ience ?

By Kurt  Zadnik,  PCCA

Every one of  us has that  one f ish that  once seen must  be sought  out  and obta ined
as  qu i ck l y  as  poss ib le  a t  any  p r i ce .  Fo r  me  th i s  f i sh  was  (and  i s )  C ren i ca ra  f i l a -
mentosa,  the Checkerboard Cichl id .  From the moment I  f i rs t  saw i ts  pf io tograph- ln
Iqua r i um O iges t  I n te rna t i ona l  #14  (page  40 ) ,  I  knew I  had  to  have  i t .  L i t t l e  d id  I
k-now tnat-ff i l ispur-oT:Tfie-rnoment decision was to lead me into a three-year lover-
ha te  re la t i onsh io  w i t h  t h i s  beau t i f u l  dwar f .

C .  f i l amen tosa  i s  usua l l y  ha rd  t o  ob ta in  because  nea r l y  a l l  t hose  found  i n  aqua r i um
shops Ere-Tmpo?Ted f ish.  In  thei r  nat ive habi tat  in  the Or inoco River  Basin of  Vene-
zuela and Colombia,  they are easl ly  caught  only  dur ing the dry season when the t r ibu-
ta r i es  o f  t he  0 r i noco  a re  a t  l ow  l eve l s .  S ince  th i s  usua l l y  occu rs  du r i ng  ou r  f a l l
and winter ,  the f ish star t  showing up anywhere between 0ctober and January.  This is
one of  the reasons that  the Checkerboard is  a lso cal led the Chr is tmas Cichl id .  They
are a lso somet imes i rnoor ted wi th card inal  te t rds and at  t imes can be found at  odd t imes
of  the year .

Luck i l y ,  I  o r i g i na l l y  caugh t  Checke rboa rd  f eve r  j us t  a f t e r  Ch r i s tmas  (a  g rea t  t ime
to  b low  tha t  Ch r i s tmas  money  on  ou r  f avo r i t e  t h i ngs ! ) .  My  f i r s t  ca l l  t o  a  l oca l  aqua r i um
ne t ted  s i x  j uven i l e  f i sh .  These  f i sh  we re  p i cked  up  i rmned ia te l y  and  p laced  i n  a  t en
gal lon aquar ium wi th a few sandstone rocks and var ious p last ic  p lants.  The temperature
was kept  at  26oC (78-80'F) ,  and no at tent ion was g iven to PH or  DH. They were care-
fu l ly  watched and fed var ious f lake foods and e i ther  l ive br ine shr imp or  b lack worms
twice a day.  Af ter  a few months two grew larger  and star ted showing smal l  "buds" on
the top and bot tom of  thei r  caudal  f ins.  These grew quick ly  in to t1z-2 inch extensions
over the next  few months,  leaving me wi th two 4 inch TL males wi th absolute ly  beaut i fu l
f i nnage .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  du r i ng  t ha t  t ime  I  a l so  l os t  one  o f  t he  sma l l e r  f i sh  so  t ha t
I  was le f t  wi th three females.  I  d id not  know at  the t ime how lucky I  was to end up
wi th such a good rat io .  General ly ,  males great ly  outnumber females per  spawn. At
about  the t ime the males were acquir ing thei r  adul t  f innage,  they a lso star ted becoming
much more terr i tor ia l  and I  soon had to remove the submiss ive male before he } ,as k i l led.

Fo r  t hose  who  haven ' t  had  the  p leasu re  o f  see ing  th i s  f i sh ,  adu l t  ma les  can  on l y  b
descr ibed as gorgeous.  The basic  body shape is  e longate wi th an of f -whi te background
co lo r  and  two  bands  o f  a l t e rna t i ng  squa re  b lack  spo ts  a long  the  f l anks .  When  sexua l l y
act ive,  the checkerboard pat tern is  lost  and the male has a sol id  b lack st r ipe f rom
the nose,  through the eye to the ta i l  l ined by two th in b lue st r ipes.  There is  a row
of  b lue spots under the eye subtended by a row of  red.  Basic colorat ion of  the ventra l
and  unpa i red  f i ns  i s  b lue  w i th  red  h igh l i gh t s .  A l l  unpa i red  f i ns  a re  edged  i n  b r i gh t
red  and  b lue .  The  cauda l  f i n  a l so  has  up  to  e igh t  ve r t i ca l  r ows  o f  sma l l  r ed  spo ts
and long top and bot tom extensions which can near ly  equal  the body length of  the f ish.
I n  pa r t i cu la r l y  good  fo rms ,  t he  ven t ra l  f i ns  can  have  ex tens ions  tha t  a re  s im i l i a r  i n
l eng th  t o  t hose  o f  t he  t a i l .  The  fema le ,  t hough  no t  as  co lo r fu l  as  t he  ma le ,  has  a
much bet ter  checkerboard pat tern on i ts  s ides and orange ventra ls  when sexual ly  mature.
l 'Jhen brooding,  the ventra ls  turn a b lood-red color  that  is  s t r ik ing in  i ts  in tensi ty
and the checkerboard pat tern is  replaced by a sol id  b lack st r ipe through the eye to the
ta i l .  A l l  o the r  f i ns  a re  w i t hou t  co lo r ,  and  the  ta i l  i s  r ounded .  One  cu r i ous  aspec t
of  C.  f i lamentosa that  I  have not  seen ment ioned in l i terature is  the " t rapdoor"  as-
pecT oFTIE-frouTI-. The fish has a blunt nose, and the mouth is low on the face. The
fact  that  the mouth is  so low adds to the cur ious manner in  which the bot tom jat r



Crenicara f i  lementosa'  cont .

h inqes  downward  un t i l  i t  i s  a lmos t  pe rpend i cu la r  t o  t he  body .  Th i s  downward  h ing ing
a lw i vs  rem inded  me  o f  some  o f  t he  t a l k i ng  an ima t i on  on  "Mon ty  Py thon rs  F l y i ng  C i r cus " .
Al th |uqh repor ted to be a predator  of  crustaceans and smal l  insects in  the wi ld ,  my
f i sh  a i  t imes  had  t roub le  ca t ch ing  dead  " l i ve "  b r i ne  sh r imp !

As soon as the commot ion d ied down wi th the removal  of  the submiss ive male,  the
three females star ted joust ing for  thei r  own l i t t le  terr i tor ies.  As you may a l ready
have guessed,  the smal lest  female had to be recoved soon af terwards.  0nce everyth ing
was quiet ,  the Checkerboards got  down to business,  and I  soon wi tnessed the f i rs t
spawning (another  lucky break) .  The pai r  had chosen the f la t  leaf  sur face of  one of
t he  p las t i c  p lan ts  i n  t he  uppe r  s t ra ta  o f  t he  t ank  wh i ch  the  fema le  bus i l y  c l eaned .
0nce c lean and wi th much ceremony,  the female would lay a few eggs in a l ine wi th a
shak ing  mo t i on ,  t he  t he  ma le  wou ld  f o l l ow  and  fe r t i l i ze  t hem soon  a f t e rwa rds .  The
spawning actual ly  took about  15 minutes,  but  watching them made i t  seem to go on for-
ever .  Once an oblong p laque of  about  60 t ransparent  eggs was la id.  the female turned
on  the  ma le  and  chased  h im  to  t he  ne the r  reaches  o f  t he  t ank .  A t  t h i s  t ime  she  a l so
acqu i red  he r  b rood  co lo ra t i on  o f  b l ood - red  ven t ra l  f i ns  and  b lack  s t r i pe .

A f te r  8  mon ths  o f  good  l uck ,  I  l os t  i t  a l l  i n  one  day .  W i th in  24  hou rs  a l l  o f  t he
eggs  ahd  become opaque .  ( I f  a i l  had  gone  we l l ,  t he  eggs  wou ld  no rma l l y  have  ha tched
in  2 -2 ' l z  days  and  been  f ree -sw imming  i n  ano the r  f ou r . )  Du r i ng  sucess i ve  spawn ings ,
which occurred regular ly  every two weeks wi th the male swi tch ing females for  each sub-
sequent  spawn, the eggs were e i ther  never  fer t i l ized or  s imply d id not  develop.

A t  t h i s  t ime  I  j o i ned  the  PCCA,  and  sudden l y  t he  i n fo rma ton  ava i l ab le  t o  me  was
quadrupled.  By ta lk ing to fe l low members,  I  was to d iscover  that  Checkerboards I ike
very sof t  water  and somewhat  ac id condi t ions.  Hold ing my new-found knowledge I ike a
baby I  quick ly  rushed home and star ted moni tor ing water  condi t ions,  ac id i fy ing and
add ing  d i s t i l l ed  wa te r  f r an t i ca l l y .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  by  now my  t r i o  had  s ta r ted  tape r i ng
of f  and were only spawning every two months.  Exper imentat ion was cut  shor t  when I  lost
t he  ma le  ( t he  o the r  ma le  had  d ied  o f  l on l i ness  l ong  ago ) .  By  t h i s  t ime  ( i t  had  been
two  yea rs ) ,  I  was  a l so  a t  my  w i t t s  end  and  was  rea l l y  s ta r t i ng  t o  d i s l i ke  my  beau t i f u l
l i t t le  f ish.  F inal ly  I  remembered what  my father  had once to ld me,  "No Zadnik is  ever
a qui t ter ! "  I  s tar ted looking for  more Checkerboards the very next  day.

My luck returned about  8 months la ter  when I  heard f rom a fe l low member that
Checkerboards were avai lable at  a s tore in  I ' lounta inv iew for  the unbel ievable or ice
of  991 each!  Needless to say,  I  made the 60 mi le t r ip  to get  mine the next  day.  I
ended  up  buy ing  a l l  t hey  had :  8  j uven i l e  f i sh .  These  were  se t  up  i n  a  s im i l a r  f ash ion
t0 the f i rs t  batch but  wi th very sof t  water  and a pH around 6.5.  This t ime the rat io
of  males to females was more-TFue,  and I  ended up wi th 7 males and one female.  The
female proceeded to spawn, at  which t ime I  caught  the r i tua l  on f i lm.  The next  morning
I  fear fu l ly  turned on the l ights in  the tank expect ing to see whi te eggs.  you can
imagine my e lat ion when I  d iscovered a number of  c lear  eggs wi th a few opaque ones
thrown in.  I  spent  the next  two days keeping watch and chewing my f ingernai ls  down to
stubs.  sure enough,  by the end of  the th i rd day a l l  o f  the eggs were gone and I  was
absolute ly  crushed.  I  was again to lose my luck when I  needed i t  the most .  Subse-
quen t  spawns  were  j us t  as  unsucess fu l .  Even  a r t i f i c i a l  i ncuba t i on  d idn ' t  wo rk .  l , l i t h i n
a few months I  lost  my only female.  By th is  t ime I  was beginning to th ink I  had maso-
ch i s t i c  t endenc ies .

As  I  r e l i ve  t hese  expe r i ences  th rough  wr i t i ng  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  I  r ea l i ze  now much  I
l ea rned  abou t  keep ing  c i ch l i ds  du r i ng  t h i s  t h ree  yea r  pe r i od .  A l t hough  d i sappo in ted
by  no t  succeed ing ,  much  can  be  l ea rned , , t he  ha rd  day . , ,  A l l  i n  a l l  i t  was  a  ve ry



C r e n i c a r a  f i  l a m e n t o s a ,  c o n t .

r e w . r r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  M a y b e  I r l  I  h a v e
is  o r r l y  a  few weeks  away,  and I  have a

be t te r  l uck  i n  t he  f u tu re ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  Ch r i s tmas
c o u p l e  o f  o p e n  t a n k s  . .  . . . .
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( rep r i n ted  f rom c i ch l i dae  commun ique ,  pac i f i c  coas t  c i ch l i d  Assoc ia t i on )
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Grand l{aster Breeder

John Jessup

llaster Breeder

Garland Neese
Gerry Hoffman
Pat & Maggi Mahoney
Darrel l  Hol-man
Woody Grif f in

Advanced Breeder

Ruth Brewer

Interoediate Ereeder

Roser Family
Alex Cunmin

Breeder

Frank Angil letta
Nathan Mainwaring
Kenny lJarren
Gene Aldridge
Amy Stirman

l{eders lortrlng For BAP Status

Sharon Steel,e
John Mangan
Howard Kresin
Pat Gore
Ray Krause
LesIie Stirman

BNEEDERIS AHARD PRGRII,I
sTln s

580

1  , 1 1 5
895
?Rtr

640
6 1 0

5V>

260
205

140't00

90
80
50

30
30
1 5
1 0
1 0
1 0



lletr BAp Reports Recelved

Arex cwmins 
- iiii:ii;if:i.iiru::liil''',
-  pe lv icachromis  pu lcher  (10)
_ pterophyl lum scalare (.15)

:,':;:l*:'"i:ff :,i, [ ] "
Bob & Br ian  Roser  -  poec i l ia  (Mo1 l ienes ia )  ve l i fe ra

BAP BOARD HE{BENS

John Jessup (Cha i r )  (Ar l ing ton)  53q_1704
Gerry Hoffman (Warrenton) 347-7486
Gar land Neese (A lexandr ia )  548-05t
Gene Aldridge (Art ington) 9gB-9757
John Mangan (Vlenna) 938-4?28
Bob Roser (ex-off icio) (stafford) 659-:|979

Arl, ington County:

Fa i  r fax -V ienna:

A lexandr ia :

C1 i f ton-Centervi l fe:

DaIe Cj.ty-Stafford:

Warrenton:

Prince Georges County:

Montgomery Count,y:

CHECKERS

Pat Gore - 522-3884

Jim Long - 280-1753

Jerry or Amy Stirman - 9414729

Kenny Warren - 378-8838

Bob Roser - 659-1879

Gerry Hoffrnan - 342-7486

Alex Cummins - 6564355

Ray Hughes - 424-3531

N'B' rf you cannot reach your nearest checker, please carr you nearest BApCommittee Member or John iessup at S:A_iiolf. nn'".""ng*""t 'r ir l be made boget someone to check your fish.



SPAWNING SYNOD ONTIS MULTIPUNC TATUS

by Denis and Kathy Kieswetterf
Kitchener Waterloo Aquarium Society

Prom what we have read or heard, spawning Sgnodontis multipunctatus in
captivity has been a very hit and miss situation. Mostly miss. Synodonlis are
suppose be egg scatterers. But in any of the reeorded spawnings ol Synodontis
species, the fry have been found in mouths of mouthbrooding African cichlids.
Therefore it is speculated that the Synodontrs will spawn when a pair of mouth-
brooding cichl ids is spawning. While the pair of cichl ids is spawning in iheir.nor.
mal head to tai l  fashion, the pair ol Synodontis wi l l  scoot between them, picking
up the cichl id eggs and eating them. They then deposit their eggs to be picked up
by the lemale cichl id. The female wil l  then incubate them for the Synodontis.

We presently have 7 adult Synodontia multipunclctus. They are all about
years old. One we bought from a fel low in Galt, ,  Ontario and the other 6 were
inpcrrbed from Germany, The sexing of lhe Synotlontia is rather questionable, but
we feel that they are l ike other catf ish, wit,h the female of the species being
shaped rather l ike a footbal l  and the male being a l i t t le sl immer. Since we had
some empty tank space about a year ago we set up 30 gallon tank to try to
induce them to spawn. We put al l  7 Synodontrs into this tank. The tank had an
undergravel f i l ter with a layer of gravel about 2 inches on top. We heated the
water to 78-80 degrees F, kept the tank dark and had th€ outside.of the tauk
covered so they wouldn't be spooked when there was any activity in the fish
room. We also added rocks, slate and flower pot,s to provide caves for them. We
Ieft the tank alone, not doing any water changes. We kept their diet the sanre,
which consisted of frozen brine shrimp, trout chow and rabbit pellets, We had
also heard that in the wild Synoilontia liked to eat snails, so we threw in gold
mystery snai ls, which by the way, they didn't  touch. So to t ,ry to persuade them
to eat snai ls, Dennis took a snai l  and crushed i t  with a pair of pl iers. The Sgno-
dontre still didn't eat them, and they started rotting, so we had to remove them.
We kept the Synodonh'e in t,his tank for approximately three months. Since in
this t ime they hadn't spawued and v ,,  needed the tank space we took them out
and scattered them among our tanks. 3 of them ended up in one of our l0O gal-
lon tanks, and it is in this tank that they spawned. I witl now go on to describe
the set-up etc. of t,his tank.

SET T,IP:
IOO gallon tank - 2'  X 2'X 4' Undergravel f i l ter 3" of gravel and oyster shel l
mixture rocks, slate, plast ic plants and plast ic piping l ighting continuous
with fluorescent occa.sional outside power filter

WATER CONDITIONS:
2/3 hard, l /3 soft,  water epsom salt and start r ight (f  tsp. per S gal lons)
temperature 78 degrees F regular water changes of at least 3OVo once a week

)
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found dead, for no apparent reason.

I will now try to describe the colouration of the S. multipunctatus which is
rather dif frcult ,  For the f irst few days, they remained a pure creamy white with
no spots. They then turned a smokey grey mottled colour, but still no spots.
From grey they turned mott led black. By the t ime they were 2 weeks old, they
started to get their black spots with t,he background becoming a greyish satiny-
smooth colour. By the t ime they were a month old they were complete repl icas of
the parents.

The single li|Lle Synodontrs thrived. After about a month we moved it up to
a f ive gal lon tank that had some Tropheus fry in i t .  They alt  seemed to get along
together. In late January when i t  was 2 months old we moved i t  up t,o a 30 gal lon
tank with a gravel bottom. This tank had Lamprologus brichardi fry in i t .  At
this t ime i t  measured | 314 of an inch total length. Growth appears to be quite
rapid. This tank we fed microworms, crushed flake and the occasional frozen
plankton. We also sometimes drop in rabbit pellets or t,rout chow, the little guy's
belly is so full he looks like a little football. He likes to spend most of his time
hiding in a piece of pla.st ic piping.

Since luck was bestowed upon us with a spawning of S. mult ipunctatus we
real ly kept a close eye on this part icular tank. we kept our routine maintenance
but were careful not to disturb the tank in any way, since tbe A-frican Cichlids
and Synodonho seemed to be compatible for spawning,

The M. auratua spawned again, On December 23, 1983 there were three
females ready to be stripped of their mouthfuls. The first female that was
stripped yielded about 23 free swimming fry. They were set aside. The second
female was stripped into a separate container. She produced about thirty-five
head and tail fry. Into a third container, the third female was stripped. She
unfortunately wa.sn't ready yet and sat out about 40 eggs, Upon observing the
eggs there appeared to be some diflerent ones mixed in with the M. auratus eggs.
M. auratva eggs are golden yellow. The Synodonfu eggs were a creamy white in
colour and a little on the transparent side. They were approximately a 1/16 of an
inch long, half the size ol M. awatrs eggs.

The females were returned to the community tank. Now since we've never
had any luck getting a female to pick up her eggs after being stripped, the eggs
had to be artificially incubated. We incubate eggs using a hamster ball. A 5 gal-
lon tank wa.s set-up using aged water from the community tank. To this we
added Wardley's Parasite Control, No heater was used and the tank was kept
dark, to try to prevent fungusing of the eggs. The temperature wa.e about 78
degrees F. The eggs were then put into the hamster bal l ,  which is then posit ioned
on a brecket in the tank. An airstone is anchored underneath the ball to keep it
revolving slowly to try to simulate the mouthbrooding action of the mother. The
hamster ball of course being round has plastic fins attached to it with silicone to
catch the air from the airstone to make i t  turn. The hamster bal l  has l i t t le sl i ts
in it that, serve a.s air vents for hamsters. Through these slits the smaller Syno-
dontis eggs came out. This didn't cause a problem however, because after only

l 1



FEEDING:
twice a day frozen shrimp, plankton and krill trout chow - floating and sink-

ing spinach, spirul ina f lake and regular f lake

THE IN}IABITANTS:
I - ruby shark; 1 - algae eaterl  3 - Tropheus duboisi white-band (1M,2F); 8 -

Haplochromis comprcssiceps (1M, 7F); 6 - Pseudotropheus uilliamsi (3M,
gF); la - Melanochromis aurotus (2M, 12F); 3 - Synodontis mult ipunctatus
(presumably fM, 3F)

This tank had been set up l ike this since the beginning of October 1983.
The inhabitants remained the same. We had one spawn of 1L compressiceps.
The P. williamsi spawned twice but the females spat the eggs after a few days.
The T. duboisi had one spawn, but the female also spat. Since the tank had been
set up the M. ouratua have been the only f ish that have spawned with any regu-
larity, We have had as many as 6 mouthfuls of .14. auratus at one time. (Trying
lo f igure out which female spawned f irst is somewhat of a miracle.)

It ha.s been our practice with ,{frican cichlids to leave the female that is
incubat ing  the  eggs  in  the  communi ty  tank  un t i l  the  l0 th  o r  l l th  day ,  upon
which she is removed from the tank and str ipped of her fry. Then she is immedi-
ately returned to the community tank. We haven't had [oo much irouble with
this method.

On November 10, 1083 there was a M. auratue that needed to be str ipped.
She yielded about 25 fry that were at the head and tai l  stage of development.
Upon examining the spawn, Dennis noticed that there were 2 l i t t le f ish that
weren't  M. auratas. Since we had been hoping against hope that some day we
would be lucky enough to spawn Synodontis he knew right away what they were.
We were excited to say the least,

As I said earlier the M. auratus fry were at the head and tail stage of
development. The 2 l i t t le S. mult ipunctotus fry however were a l i t t , le further
along with just a litt,le bit, of egg sac left. The Synodonlis were a pure creamy
white in colour, no spots showing yet, and about the same size as the M. auratus.
We could already see their little spiny barbels at, the sides of the mouths. Since
they were approximately the same size as lbe M. auratus fry we decided to keep
them in the same container. An airstone wa.s added and also a little of Wardley's
Parasite Control. Our fish room is heated bv the furnace. so we didn't add a
heater.

The next morning however, the M. auratue seemed to be decrea.sing in
number. Orre Synodonlie even had an M. auratue by the head and was proceeding
to eat it. Therefore we removed lhe 2 Synoilonlis cats and put them in a one gal-
lon tank by themselves. For the first couple of days we just had an airstone in
the tank. The water started turning cloudy so we put a sponge f i l ter in the tank.
They were fed microworms, crushed flake food and t,he occasional trout chow or
rabbit pel let.  Feeding them 3 t imes a day they thrived on this diet and grew
rapidfy. We did part ial  water changes (3O%) once a week or so, depending upon
how pol luted t,he water became. After about two weeks one l i t t le synodontis was
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one day of artificial incubating, lhe Synodontrs eggs were already developed to
the head and tai l  stage, which rather surprised us. The M. auratus eggs weren't
developed at al l .  Since we weren't  sure when this part icular female spawned, we
don't know just exactly how old the eggs were, therefore we can't say what incu-
baiion period for Synodontis eggs would be from time of spawning to the time of
hatching.

When all of the eggs were hatched a few days later and then taken out of
the hamster bal l ,  we counted 1O S. mult ipunctatue. Remember these were al l
found in the same mouthful ol M. ourotus, which also included 3O M. auratus
eggs. Since there were quite a number of Synod,ontia, they were put in a 5 gallon
tank by themselves, so they could be closely monitored. They were fed three
times a day on a variety of microworms, flake food, trout chow, rabbit pellets
and the occasional frozen shrimp. After a week or so some newly hatched Tro-
pheus fry were added (for lack of space) and they seemed to get along.

Since I described earl ier the colouration of S. mult ipnnctatua fry, i t  is suffce
to say they followed the same pattern a.s the first spawn we had.

On January 23, 1984 since they were a month old and still numbered 10 we
decided to observe them rather closely. There was quite a difference in sizes.
There were 5 Synodontia that were approximately l/2 inches long. The other 5
were approximately 314 to L inch long. Perhaps this difference is t,he difference in
sexes, with one sex growing at a faster pace than the other, lve can only guess.

About the middle of January, upon observing the tank that had the breed-
ing Synodontis in it, I noticed a pair of M. auratus in the process of spawning. 2
Synod,ontis kept interfering, but when they did this, the M. arnatus male would
fiercely chase them away. I watched them for quite a while, but, never saw any
Synodontia eggs deposited. AJter watching tbem for a while I thought to myself
that it is a small wonder that we have any S. multipttnctctu fry at all,

As I mentioned earlier, t,he spawning ol S. multipunctatua ha.s been a hit and
miss occurence. First we had a spawn of two, then a spawn of 10. On January
31st, 1084, there were another 3 M. aurotue to be stripped. 2 females yielded only
M. aurotus fry, the 3rd one had l9 M. aaratts aed two Synodontia fry. This
female wa.s in her lOth day of incubation. The M. auratus fry were head and
tails. The Sgnodontis fry were more advanced in hatching than the M. auratus
fry. One was about 3/8 of an inch long and the other 5/16 of an inch. They had
very little egg sacs left. We already had seen evidence that, once lhe Synodontis
fry reach this size they look for food and therefore start eating the egg sacs of the
M. auratue, This would account for the small number of M. suratus in the
mouthful.

Also at this time a II. compreasiceps was stripped, she had about thirty fry,
no Synod,ontre were present. The day after t,hese fish were stripped of their
mouthfuls, another lwo M. aurotus females spawned. So in l0 days we may have
some more S. multipunctatus.
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In future, we wil l  very closely monitor this Lank, keeping records of an.y
Synodontis spawnings. By doing this we may discover a pattern to their spawnirrg
(whet,her they are seasonal or not).

In closing, I  would l ike to say that, we are planning to grow these f ir 'st 1l
spawns to adults (people have already been asking to buy them) and then
perhaps try to spawn lhent as the egg scatters that they are suppose to be.
I 'erhaps tank raised S. mult ipunctclzs wil l  be more easi ly spawned in t l te houre
aquarium.

CICHLID POWER I

Reprinted from Fins 'n Tales, I{WAS N4onthly Bul let in, N' larch 198,1.

(From the ATF FORIA4 / FISIINtrT Computer Bul let in Board Service)
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BOWL SHOW
FINAL RESULTS

1  9 8 6

C i c h l  i d s

D .  S u n
J .  B e n n e t
D.  Mann
J .  L o n g
C .  E d l e r
J .  Lamber th
J .  K o o k e n
R .  H u g h e s

E g g l  a v e r  / L i v e b e a r e r

J .  B e n n e t
J .  S t i e r i n g e r
B .  P a l l a n s c h
D.  Mann
J .  L a m b e r t h
D .  S u n
C .  E d l e r
J .  M a n g a n
J .  K o o k e n
J .  L o n g
J .  C a r t e r
S .  P t a s e k
R .  H u g h e s
B .  R o s e r

month

FOLKS!  Dav id  sun

quarcer  year
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0  1 7
0 1 0
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1 4 3
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5 0
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4 2
? 4
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9
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4
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2
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4
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6
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I T ' S  B E E N  F ' U N

H e r e  t h e y  a r e  !  T h e
t h a r  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e

*****

l o n g  a w a i t e d  a n s w e r s
O c t .  a n d  N o v .  i s s u e s

G e o r g e  W h i t e ' s  p u z z L e
D e l t a  T a l e .

c o
o f

A n s u e n s  t o  P i s c a t o n i a l  P u z z l e
A C R 0 S S :  l .  c a n p i  E .  f a r l o w e l l a i  3 .  n i t r i t e i  r . t .  A K A i  5 .  n e o n i
b .  t r e e i  7 .  a e i  6 .  r e d i  3 .  c i c h l i d i  1 0 .  t u f a i  1 1 .  q o o d i e d i
l l .  s c a t i  1 3 .  s o l e i  1 r t .  p e r i u i n k l e i  1 5 .  o s c a r i  t h .  g a r i
l ? .  n e b a g i  1 6 ,  p t e r o "  1 1 .  e p h a i  2 0 .  d a u p h i n i  ? I .  a s t a .
D O | r J N :  I .  f i n l  ? ,  s t a n i  3 .  n e e f i  t t .  c a n o t e n e i  5 .  e e l i  t ,  o a r , r i
? .  t a n k i  A .  s i l t i  1 .  n i f t i  l 0 . 9 1 a s s i  I 1 .  c o p e p o d i  l E .  f r o g i
I 3 .  a l e i  1 q .  A C A i  1 . 5 .  d a r t e r i  t h .  D C G i  l ? .  n i r e i  I A .  u r h a r f i
1 i '  d e a d i  e 0 .  P 6 A i  e I .  n e t i  a A .  p H . ' ,  p : l .  t a d p o l e i  a q .  o p e n .
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P O S T  O F F I C E  8 O X  6 T I 9  S H I R L I N C T O N  S T A T I O N  A R , L I N C T O N ,  V I R C I N I A  : 1 T 0 6

APPLICATION FOR, HEHEET,SHI P

t 9DATE

NAI{E

STREET

CITY STATE

t{

zl?

TELEPHONE H

OCCUPATION

l lhere  d td  you he . r  about  PVAS/gec  th ls  spp l l ca t lon?

Number  o f  tanks  _- -  T lne  ln  hobby

W h a c  c a n  t h i s  c l u b  d o  f o r  v o u  ?

t lha t  do  you want  to  do  fo r  Ehe c lub  ?

Membersh lp  dues  fo r  the

F a m i I y :  $ 1 2 , 0 0
I n d i v t d u a l  :  f 1 0 . 0 0

P l e a s e  s e n d  a p p l i c a f i . o n

P o t o m a c  V a I l e y  A q u a r l u m  S o c l e t y  a r e :

C o r r e s p o n d i n g :  $ 7 . 0 0
J u n i o r  ( u n d e r  1 8 )  :  $ 5 , 0 0

a n d  c h e c k  f o r  d u e s  c o  a d d r e s s  d b o v e .
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Gaithersburg
Pet Center, Inc.

642 Ournce O(chJd Road
Garthersburg, ifd 2O87S
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