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The Delta Tale is published bimonthly for the benefit of the membership of the
POTOMAC VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY INC. , a non-profit educational and
social organization . The society was founded in 1960 for the purposes of furthering
the aguarium hobby by the disemination of information and advice, and the
promotion of good fellowship among the membership by organized activities and
competitions.

All correspondence to the society and to Pelta Tale should be directed to P.O. Box
664, Merrifield, VA 22116,

Original articles and artwork appearing in Delta Tale may be reprinted by other
non-profit organizations if credit is given to the author, Pelta Tale, and PVAS. Two
copies of the reprinting publication should be sent to PYAS. Please include the
authors name on the mailing label of one copy so that it will be forwarded.

PVAS disclaims any responsibility for the content or availability of merchandise or
services advertised in Delta Tale. Customer satisfaction is a matter to be worked out
between the advertiser and the buver.

All materials for inclusion in Delta Tale must reach the editor by the 10th of even
numbered months (Feb., April, etc.).

1995 PYAS OFFICERS
President Alex Townsend
Vice President Pete Thrift
Treasurer Rich Blumberg
Corresponding Secretary. Mark Kaprow
Recording secretary Val Spring
1995 BOARD OF GOVERNORS

John Jessup  Rick McKay Kenny Warren Ray Hughes

19295 COMMITTEE HEADS
Breeders Award John Mangan
Library Alex Townsend
Membership Gene Aldridge
Bowl Shows
Erograms
Ways & Means Pete Thrift
Delta Tale John Mangan

Printed by TOP CAT PRINTING, Manassas Park, Va.



Frum the editor’'s desk

Here [ sit once again, about 18 hours from taking this to the printer, without any idea
what 1o write about | could rant, rave, or beg, for articles 'n’ stuff But I'm tired of doing
that. It doesn't do any good anyway 1 just wrote one of these pages about a week ago, so
there's nothing new going on since then to tell you about Oh well. 1 really need to ger this
issue finished so 1 can drop it off at the printer when | pick up the last one (once again I'm
hoping to get caught up on the publishing schedule I can zet vet another issue done to
drop off when I pick this one up I'll be real close). So I'm going 10 take the easy way out
and stop here, Il fill the rest of the page with cartoons to help you faugh off the summer
heat, or is it the humidity, | can never keep that straight.

Until next time _K.} !!l
.":. :'l |III l."L S h
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A lucky night for Goldy



WHAT'S HAPPENING!

S For up to the minute information on what's happening call the free PVAS hotline
anytime. (703) 352-3365.

Aung. 14: PVAS Monthly Meeting. Program (subject not known at press time), door prize,
raffles, mim-auction, refreshments, air-conditioning. Don't sit at home in the heat
watching repeats on television. Note: the parking iot fills up fast due o the karate
classes. If you can't find a space go back to the street, turn right, then right again
at the light. You can park in the school parking lot . There is a sidewalk leading
from it back to the Wood Center. Doors open at 7:30, meeting starts at 3:00.

Sept. 11: PVAS Monthly Meeting. All of the usual good stuff

TRADING POST

PVAS members may advertise in the trading post at no charge. Send ads to Delta Tale,
c/o John Mangan, 12633, Oakwood Dr. Woodbridge, VA 22192

For Sale: backissue aquarium magazines Many different titles. Send SASE for catalog.
John Mangan, 12633 Oakwood Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22192

For Sale: Breeding group Corydoras pande. Total of 10 fish: 3 females, 3 males, 4
unknown. $40 or best offer. please contact Jeff Burke, (703) 941-3230.
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Breeder's Award Program

BAP Checkers:

Annandale/Falls Church area; Jeff Burke {703) 3230
Montgomery County: Ray Hughes (301) 424- 3531

Mt Vernon/Olde Town area. Gene Moy (703) 765- 0865
Oakton/Vienna area: Rick Mckay (7031 281- 1647
Occoquan/Lake Ridge area: John Mangan (7034914980
SpringfieldFranconia area: Pete Thrift (703) 971-0594

We still could use some more checkers There are a number of areas where we don't have
anyone. Even if there is someone already listed for your area we could always use
someone else to help spread the work around

Fd like to print the BAP standings but 1 can't. 1 still haven't received the records from
Tom. Anyone that has copies of your records please photocopy them and get them to me
if possible in case | have to recreate everything from scratch

iga1 Bk,
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" “Well, for crying out loud! ... I's Uncle hrvin
from the city sewer?”
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EIFHOPHERUS INTERMEDIA
RED BRICEK SWORDTAIL

BY
Jeffrey Burke

I bought five swordtails, one male and four female. After
thirty days I realized that two of the females were actually
males. I kept the two largest males and the two females and put
them in a ten gallon aguarium. Within few weeks both of the females
had swollen bellies. I removed the two females and put them in a
five gallon tank using water and sponge filter from the ten gallon
tank, I also added enough Java Moss in the bottom of the tank to
prevent mom from eating the young ones as she gave birth.

A1l in all there was about sixty babies so I figured both gave
birth the same morning even though they both still had large
bellies. I moved the females back to the tank with the males but,
I put them in there own breeder nets to allow them to get strong
before releasing them back in with the males. A few days later one
of the females gave birth to fifteen still born fry. The probable
cause was the stress that was put on her by the move. 3

I.left the fry in the five gallon tank and removed the Java
Moss. I fed them heavy on Micro Worme and Baby L food. Every night
I cleaned the bottom of the bare tank with an air line hose with
one end cut at an angle to better remove debris from the bottom.
The replacement water was obtained from a well established twenty
gallon tank, because I find that new water treated from the tap

gives me low yields of fry. Up to this point no other fry have been
observed dead.



FRY FEEDING TIP
Pete Thrift, PVAS

In the past, when feeding older fry not yet ready for adult foods, I have
usually fed frozen daphnia and powdered flake food to supplement baby brine
shrimp. Here is a feeding tip which I have used over past year with great
success.

Frozen veal and beef heart is my staple food for all my carnivorous fish. 1
trim and grind the heart myself, and freeze the ground heart in patty form.
To feed, I slice a portion from the edge of the patty using a serrated knife
and a "sawing" motion. [ then “"saw" or chop the portion into the appropriate
size for the fish being fed. Before feeding, I rinse the results in a coarse
fish net to remove excess blood and small particles of heart.

My tip is simply to use these very small particles of heart to feed older
carnivorous fry. As you rinse the chopped heart, just hold a brine shrimp net
under the coarse net holding the chopped heart. The brine net will then trap
the small particles which otherwise would be rinsed away. ODropping a pinch or
two from the brine net into a tank will produce a shower of food perfectly
sized for older fry. Excess particles can be refrigerated or refrozen.

Give this suggestion a try - I think you will be pleased with the results!




Goodieds — A Tale From Not So Long Ago
By Geogee WHTE, FVAS

Once upon & time there was an aguarium club magazine
editor who kept Goodieds. One day he heard the news that
the club members were planning to stage a surprise party in
his backyard and give him a nice gift as a token of
appreciation for all his years of dedicated service as
aguarium club magazine editor. WNow this news made him both
happy and nervous. This would be almost as nice as winning
a pulitzer prize. However, he worried that the club members
might spot the Goodieds he had secreted in his medium-sized
backyard pond. Hobgoblins of the deep.

Clever as most aguarium club magazine editors are, the
legendary editor decided that he would hide the Goodieds by
covering the pond surface with plants. He called Lily Ponds
in Lily Pons Maryland, rumored to be the world's largest
supplier of outdoor aguatic plants. The plant wizard
responded that they had a perfect solution for his
problem--a "magic® water lily that doubled the number of its
leaves every 24 hours. The wondrous lily would take just 10
days to cover the surface of the pond and hide the
embarrassing Goodieds. The legendary editor replied that
this was not nearly fast enough. In reply, the plant wizard
suggested buying two lilies s¢ the surface would be covered
in half as much time. The legendary editor, clever as most
aguarium club magazine editors are, sounded skeptical.

Why? Would the two lilies cogver the pond twice as fast as
one would? Or, was there some mysterious factor at play?




The Licorice Gourami

By Chuck Davis

Only twice in my 304 years as a tropical fish enthusiast have [ had the pleasure to own
the “Licorice Gourami’. This is a small anabantoid, that is sensitive to changes of all types. As
with most of the ‘gourami groups’, they are sexually dimorphic as the males are more brightly
colored (particularly noticed in the anal, dorsal and cavdal fins). Color parterns in the body of
the males varies from solid, medium-dark, redish colors to a neatty striped pattem starting at the
tip of the snout and ending at the caudal peduncle. Rarely seen at all, two inches would be a
rather large male specimen. Females are slightly smaller and much less attractive in color with
paler stripes in the body and almost clear finnage. The most evident strips in the males finnage is
a beautiful indescent light blue. The fish are bubblenest builders, but not quite the construction
conscience engineers as their cousin, ‘the siamese fighting fish’ (Betta splendens). [ believe the
scientific name of the licorice gourami species that | had was Parosphromenus nagyi, but that is
an after- the -fact identification. They relished a few chopped up tubifex worms. Onceina
while, I would see them eat blood worms (frozen) and live brine shrimp. I'm sure they would
take live mosquito larve, but [ never tried it. None of the 13-14 specimens I had ever ate
prepared dry foods.

My P. Magyi lived in a well planted 30 gallon ‘flat’ tank, with some corydoras catfish
and some cardinal tetras. They swam freely among the plants, but rarely ventured out in the
open water, even at feeding time. They seemed to prefer to remain as individual species and not
school or pair-up. Soft water and a neutral pH is my recommendation for keeping them happy
with a water temperature of at least 75f as they come from the warm climate of Malasia.

I have kept a single pair in a 10 gallon tank that was reasonably bare. The fish were often
huddle behind the comer filter, nervous and skidish. If you mix more than one male in a tank, be
sure to have plenty of vegetation. Although they are not as aggressive as bettas, [ don't think a
few males would last long in a barren aquarium. Keep in mind that conditioning is very
important for these little gems to reach their colorful potential.

— 8 AN AT A
b

SR 1 SO ER

EuFr;ﬂ‘!‘Lsf $rom : Rﬁfur"l‘a{, Mordh Jtr.n?r ﬂ-? Sex




The Stuif That Dreams
are Made Of

by Dave Williamson

Every so often something will happen in the fish
room that seems to be a turning point from just
maintaining a certain fish or plant species to
really succeeding with it. Somewhere along the
line, however, it never fails that something goes
haywire and your great plans for fame and
fortune go right down the drain.

My all time favorite case of this deals with that
well known, and usually well hated, plant
Lemma minor (for those not into Latin this
pesky little plant is more commonly known as
duckweed). For me duckweed was a ray of
hope-it was the first live plant to survive and
reproduce in my tanks. After multipie bouts
with disintegrating Anachris and Cabomba, I
had all but given up on live plants. Then I
received a little bit in with a fish and the next
thing I knew the top of the tank was covered
with the stuff! As time went on it got trans-
ferred to other tanks on nets, hands and even
intentionally (believe it or not!)

Soon I began to realize that this stuff wasn't as
fantastic as I had originally thought; it was
clogging up my power filters, sticking to my
hands and siphon hoses anytime I even went
near the tanks and worst of all it had gotten so
thick that flake food was sitting on top of it
getting moldy and the fish had no idea it was
even there! The time had come to thin it out,
but the question arose, what the heck do I do
with it? I started out by dumping it in and flush-
ing, but that left a trail of little green things

everywhere I went. I also tried throwing it out
in the trash, but after a day or two it smelled
like a swamp so that was out! In desparation, I
had heard that goldfish would eat the smff, so [
gave them a big glob. Sure enough two days
later it was gone and replaced by little green
stringy things on the bottom of the tank. This
worked fine except for one small drawback,
goldfish have a real endearing habit of re-eating
things they haven't been able to fully digest the
first time. After re-processing the duckweed
you are left with a tank full of grey cellulose
fluff that really looks wonderful in the living
room.

Following my " " success'"' with duckweed, 1
began to branch out into a few other species of
plants. First came hornwort (Ceratophyllum
demersum). I found the trick to this stuff is not
to try to plant it. Let it float and shortly you'll
have a 3-4" thick baby-saving mat at the surface
of the tank. Next came Java Moss (Vesicularia
dubanaya). This starts out as a stringy little ball
of fluff in the corner of the tank and in a few
months, under favorable conditions, it becomes
a dark green mass capable of engulfing anything
in its path (sort of a vegetarian version of the
Blob!) It is great for saving baby livebearers or
spawning egg scatterers, but power filters abso-
lutely despise it as it tends to get tangled around
impellers, strainers and just about anything else
that doesn't move faster than it does!

The real fun begins when you have all three in
the same tank. What usually happens is the

fe



| hornwort gets tangled up in the Java Moss and

the duckweed gets stuck to both of them leaving
vou with an amorphus green thing that takes a

| machete to get through!

Having developed a few tankfulls of this living
vegetable stew, I decided it was time to try
““real"' plants again. After having gotten my
hopes up it was back to the dumper again.
Swordplants (Echinodorus sp.) turn into mushy
yellow strings that are easily siphoned out of the
tank, leaving behind a dwarf, mutant plant that
always has the same number of leaves (one
grows, an old one falls off - real growth poten-
tial here!)

Aponogeteons don't fare that much better, they
usually retire back to their bulb where they then

metamorphise into little brown mush balls (not
to be confused with their yellow cousins, since
these can't be siphoned out!) I do have some
luck with Cryptocorynes, at least until I look at
them funny! When a crypt is disturbed they
have this really remarkable ability to " melt
down''... What happens is after you mess with
them the leaves sort of go to mush immediately,
leaving you with a * “stump'' and some gray
goo-balls that have ail the appeal of microwaved
lettuce. It is incredible how fast they can do this
when you compare it to how slowly they grow!

What all this is leading up to is just a reminder
that the next time you think you've become
major ~ " green thumb'' be prepared because it
seems that plants have a * “mind'' of their own!

Reprinted from Tank Topics, the publication of The Greater Akron Aquarium Society, Aug.-Sept. 1991.
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JUST ONE MORE

by Jo-Anne Rowley

| noticed a spot in the upstairs den
That seemed just right for a nice little ten,
"Oh, Hon," | asked, "Could | set up just one more?”
"No," he yelled, and ran out the door.

“But Dear" said |, as | followed him out
MNow wearing my most disarming pout,
“It's not for me, a you might assume,
The fish, you see must have more room."”

"Pleass,” he moaned, "When will it stop?
The shelves are full from bottom to top
With fives and tens and twenty-nines,
When will it end - when you spend our last dime?"

| took a deep breath and without hesitation
Tried to explain the sad situation;
“The tanks are full up to the brim -

With so many fish there's no room to swim.
The guppies must have more room to survive,
Their parents are eating them alive.

The zebras are fertile with eggs to lay.
The tetras are crowded with nowhere to play.

The betta is lonely and needs a mate,
Which | can't allow in that crowded place.
To make matters worse there was quite a fuss
When the angels bit the plecostamus.

So please, Dear, won't it be all right
If | set up that little ten tonight?
He sighed and agreed and sank into his fate,
He knew further protest would be too late.

Reprinted from The Clchiid Evening Post,
the publication of the Lake Erie Clehlid Saciely, Seplember 1090
Originally from the mﬂﬂ Aquerist
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POTOMAC VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY
PO BOX 664, Merrifield, VA 22116

Application for Membership

Date.

MName: it

Streat: o Apt. .
City: State: O |
Telephone: B

Optional information;

Occupation:

Where did you here about PVAS/get this application?

Number of aquariums:_ ___Time in the hobby:

Special interests: (e.g_, catfish, cichlids, etc.)

Reason for joiming;

Membership dues for PYAS are:
Individual/Family: $12fyr
Corresponding. 5 9yt
Junior (under 18) § S/yr

Please send application and check to the address above



SUPPORTING SHOPS

ANIMAL EXCHANGE
765-A Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
424-PETS

AQUARIUM CENTER
Liberty Rd. at Offut Rd
Randlestown, MD
521-4529

BROTHER'S PETS
13810 Georgia Ave,
Aspen Hill, MDD 20906
460-4600

CONGRESSIONAL AQUARIUM
162 Congressional Ln

Rockville, MDD 20852

BR1-6182

DISCOUNT PET SUPER-
MARKET

1321 A&B Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
J09-9110

FISH FACTORY AQUARIUM
582 N. Frederick Ave.

Craithersburg, MD 20877

BE1-6182

HOUSE OF TROPICALS
7389F Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Glen Burme, MD 21061
T61-1113

MARINE CARE SPECIALISTS
16065 N. Frederick Rad.

Rockville, MD» 20855

330-0720

MARYLAND

MARYLAND TROPICALS
13884 Old Columbia Pike

Silver Spring, MD 20904
BT7G-0200

MONTGOMERY TROPICALS
T845-G Airpark Rd.

Gaithersburg, MD 20879

GT-0REG

RICK'S FISH & PET SUPPLY
10803] West Patrick St

Frederick, MD 21702

694-9664 83 1-0866

SHOWCASE AQUARIUM
11248-11250 Trangle Ln
Wheaton, MD 20002

942-6464

TOTALLY FISH
14332 Layhill Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20906
598-2229

TROPICAL FISH WORLD
16529 S Frederick Center -
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Q2 1000

TROPICAL LAGOON
9430 Georgia Ave,

Silver Spring, MD 20910
585-6562

AQUATIC CREATIONS LTD
2009 Urbana Pike

ljamspille, MD 21754

{301) 831-8200



SUPPORTING SHOPS

ANNANDALE PET SHOP
7406 Little River Tenpk
Annandale, VA 22031
256-2400

AQUATIC ENHANCEMENT

PO Box 22677
Alexandria, VA 22304
To5-4620

CREATURES 'N CRITTERS
0575 Braddock Rd

Fairfax, Va

O78-0745

DISCOUNT PET CENTER
9028 Mathis Ave

Manassas, VA 22110

i6l-T769

NATIONAL PET & AQUARIUM

6168 Arlington Blvd.
Falls Church, VA 22046
533-T828

MEESE'S PISCES
3304 Mt Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22305
548-0557

OAKTON PET SHOP
Rt 123 & Hunter Mill Rd.
Oakton, VA 22124
281-9622

PET MART-TYSONS
8417 Old Courthouse Rd.
Vienna, VA 22180
281-8181

VIRGINIA

PETS ETC-ALEXANDERILA
T6B8-B Richmond Hpwy
Alexandna, VA 22306
TaE-2200

PETS ETC-CHANTILLY
13932 Lee Jackson Hgwy
Chantilly, Va 22021

378-2777

PETS ETC-HERNDON
452 Eiden St

Herndon, VA 22171
43T-9667

PETS ETC-STERLING
243-C Harry Flood Byrd Hgwy,
Sterling, VA 22170

430-966T
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Potomac Valley Aquarium Society
PO Box 664
Merrifield, VA 22116

Fairfax =
Circle rte 50 ik

. Y exit 8w

Fairfax H.S. —

St. Leo's

Church =
John C. Wood Facility rte 495 ¥

rte 236

Meetings are held at the John C. Wood Facility,

City, VA Room 7 (in the rear of the building).
Everyone is welcome,

3730 Old Lee Hgwy. (rte 237), Fairfax
Doors open at 7:30, meetings start at 8:00,



